*    The Poisoned Dish    *

and the amazon guard secured Sawlon, binding her
hand and foot. Queen Saw, on a little dais behind,
watched the scene without allowing any expression to
pass over her face. When there remained no more
vessels except the green dish, which the King clasped
to himself like a breastplate, he fell into a stupor, head
drooping forward, mouth open, blank eyes fixed on
the dead dog. Quietly, then, Queen Saw gave orders
that he was to be carried back to the palace. They
helped him into his litter and, at a trot, the bandy-
legged women bore him away.
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